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. Welcome'to my “11th Annual Gonzo Holiday Gear Guide,” featuring another magical

collection of awesome gear that’s simply too gonzo to live without for another minute but, at the
same time, will give you perfect gift ideas for the gonzo photographer on your Holiday Gift list.

It's hard to believe it’s been 11 years since | started this tradition here in the magazine. Why,
when | started it, Jimmy Carter was still President; we listened to music on our 8-track tape
players; and every home had a VCR that could record up to 60 minutes on one tape (don’t
think about any of that too long, because I'm not sure that timeline is 100% accurate).

Anyway, no one is more surprised than me that this is still “a thing” after 11 years,
but let’s not dwell on that; instead, let’s tear into this bad boy and see what'’s on
this year’s list.

Before we get to the list, just remember: The holidays are about giving, and who is
giving you what and how much so you can post pictures of it on social media. So don't
be shy: Act like a millennial, even if you're actually old enough to still be a fan of Roosevelt. &
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These are my annually, self-imposed guidelines for which products make it into the guide—it’s
just two rules actually. To be listed here, they have to be: (a) products that | use myself, and that
| absolutely love, and now can't live without (well, | could live without them, but | just wouldn’t want
to); and (b) if a product makes the guide, it has to be one I'd recommend to a close friend without
hesitation, especially if my friend was a famous rapper (kidding).

Also, to make things easy, we added direct links to all the products | picked so you don't have
to wonder if you're getting the exact right one. (Note: Depending on the product, clicking on the
product name below will take you to the manufacturer’s website; if the product is available at B&H
Photo or Amazon, then clicking on the price will take you to those websites.)

As is my sacred Gonzo tradition for more than a 10th of a century, I'm breaking things into three

distinct categories:

M‘M,ﬁ M% But you can use these as actual holiday gifts if you're not that crazy

about the person.

GWP \ﬂ@&d/@ Gm/i/ Stuff that's a really good deal for the money, and even though it's

not a lot of money, they'll still totally dig it.

0%@—(/@% Stuff you buy for the surgeon/Wall Street banker/rap mogul on your Holiday
gift list. This is the stuff that makes them burst into spontaneous tears of joy. Well, at least | would.

e

This is a really clever, very sturdy mini-tripod, but what.
makes it unique is that it has a clamp built in to two
of the legs, so you can clamp it on a railing. It’s small,
lightweight, but tough.

Price: $44.95



http://promaster.com/Product/5072
https://www.amazon.com/ProMaster-5072-PRO-SystemePro-Clamper/dp/B003ASNYQQ/ref=pd_lpo_421_tr_t_3?ie=UTF8&psc=1&refRID=Q5ATFW9DNHR8NPWYGEW0

lopaz Adjust

Probably Topaz's most-popular plug-in (for
Photoshop or Lightroom), it's great for creating

a wide range of special effects, and it comes
with loads of presets, so all your holiday gift
receiver has to do is click on presets until he
sees one that looks good, and click OK. Of
course, he can tweak away to his heart’s content,
but by that time, he’'ll already be basking in the
glow of your generosity for getting this for him y
in the first place.

Price: $49.99

TOPAZ ADIUST

Redefining Creative Exposure

U

\

& BACKBLAZE

Pricing/Buy | Try it Freel

Never Lose a File Again with the World's Easiest Cloud Backup

Backblaze Unlimited Backup

Get peace of mind knowing your files are backed up securely.
in the cloud. Backup your Mac or PC just $5/month.

Ao, of Brack Bl Ynbimited, Byackup

There's more than a reasonable chance that the photographers on your gift list don’t have an
offsite backup of their all-important image library, but don't worry: You can get them one for
just $5 a month for unlimited storage. The whole process is automated, and best of all, they
can back up external drives. They'll totally dig this, and one day, if catastrophe strikes and
they need to retrieve all their images from this backup, they’ll never forget you! It could be,
literally, the ultimate gift.

Price: $5/month; $50/1 year; or $95/2 years
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https://www.topazlabs.com/adjust
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/818135-REG/Topaz_Labs_LLC_TP_ADJ_C_0001_GN_Topaz_Adjust_4_Plug_In.html
https://www.backblaze.com/cloud-backup-ad.html?gclid=CjwKEAiA9s_BBRCL3ZKWsfblgS8SJACbST7D1yXJP3W5EQlFHhVXPpzcALP4r4pVkQdt_qVDsZhOjhoCQx_w_wcB#1056
https://www.backblaze.com/cloud-backup-ad.html?gclid=CjwKEAiA9s_BBRCL3ZKWsfblgS8SJACbST7D1yXJP3W5EQlFHhVXPpzcALP4r4pVkQdt_qVDsZhOjhoCQx_w_wcB#1056
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Westeett 30"
Wite Diflusey

Put this diffuser between your subject
and the sun, and you'll turn that harsh
nasty light into beautiful gorgeous light
and it's only $14.17, which is a crazy low
price to pay for beautiful light. Plus,
it's collapsible and folds down to one-
third its size, and the whole thing looks
like it cost three times the price.
It’s all good.

Price: $14.17

Sonte Cool) Brooky

If they're into sports, they'll love You Will Never Get in
the Game by Jimmy Cribbs (the story of Atlanta Falcon’s
team photographer). Price: $34.95

Or how about Photo Adventures for Kids by Anne-Laure
Jacquart, which is a really great photo project book to get
kids interested in learning about photography. Very well
done! Price: $19.95

Hey, they just might like my brand-new book, The
Adobe Photoshop CC Book for Digital Photographers
(2017 Release). Price: $54.99

Or if you want to splurge just a little, get them either of
these gorgeous coffee-table style photo books:

« AIR by Vincent LaForet: Price: $59.95
« Paris by Serge Ramelli: Price: $75.00

SL PARIS

SERGE RAMELL)

ILLUMINATOR® REFLECTOR
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https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/966068-REG/westcott_318_30_white_diffuser.html
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/966068-REG/westcott_318_30_white_diffuser.html
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/966068-REG/westcott_318_30_white_diffuser.html
http://deedspublishing.goodsie.com/youll-never-get-in-the-game
http://deedspublishing.goodsie.com/youll-never-get-in-the-game
http://deedspublishing.goodsie.com/youll-never-get-in-the-game
https://www.rockynook.com/shop/photography/photo-adventures-for-kids/
https://www.amazon.com/Photo-Adventures-Kids-Solving-Mysteries/dp/1681981424/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1480370154&sr=8-1&keywords=photo+adventure+for+kids
http://kelbyone.com/product/the-adobe-photoshop-cc-book-for-digital-photographers-2017-release/
http://kelbyone.com/product/the-adobe-photoshop-cc-book-for-digital-photographers-2017-release/
https://www.amazon.com/Photoshop-Digital-Photographers-release-Voices/dp/0134545117/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1479155885&sr=8-1&keywords=photoshop+2017
http://www.laforetair.com
https://www.amazon.com/Air-Vincent-Laforet/dp/0996058729/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1480370292&sr=8-1&keywords=vincent+laforet
https://www.amazon.com/Paris-Serge-Ramelli/dp/3832734406/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1479851845&sr=1-2&keywords=paris+serge+ramelli
https://www.amazon.com/Paris-Serge-Ramelli/dp/3832734406/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1479851845&sr=1-2&keywords=paris+serge+ramelli
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A friend turned me on to this small
sling bag and | love it on a level you
can'timagine! | took it with me on my
last photo trip, and now it's my travel
companion—perfect for carrying a
couple of lenses and accessories. You
carry it like a backpack, but then you
swivel it around in front of you for
easy access. So well designed, super-
lightweight, and built like a Think
Tank bag (amazing quality). They'll
love this.

Price: $84.75

TRk Tank) Phete Tum Sy ( (

Westestt 26" Rapid Byex
(L.cta Seftlex g% fitast

These pop-up softboxes are just brilliantly designed:
They open and close like an umbrella. This particular
one is actually a pop-up beauty dish, and it’s awesome!
| think it's the best designed and most durable
collapsible I've ever seen, and it fits in such a small,
lightweight, soft-sided case that you won't believe it
could even fit. | would call this “ultra portable,” to say
the least. Designed to work with your off-camera flash,
it comes with a well-made hot-shoe bracket, so you're
ready to go in 60 seconds. I'm a big fan of these, and
Westcott now also makes 10x24" strip bank versions. (I
have two of them!) They’re worth every penny.

Price: $169.90



https://www.fjwestcott.com/rapid-box-for-speedlights
https://www.fjwestcott.com/rapid-box-for-speedlights
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/925397-REG/westcott_2031_rapid_box_octa.html/?gclid=CNyBwvOpztACFdQvgQodHlEG6w&c3api=0980%2C110369296493
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/999747-REG/think_tank_photo_460_turnstyle_10_sling_camera.html
https://www.thinktankphoto.com/products/turnstyle-10?variant=1237719811
https://www.thinktankphoto.com/products/turnstyle-10?variant=1237719811

Haida 150 Seyies Fultes
H@( dey, g}}fs,[‘ ey,

If the photographer on your holiday list shoots
landscape, architectural, or travel photography,
they’ll love this filter system that lets you take long
exposure shots in broad daylight. Really wonderfully
designed and built. (I started using these this
summer, and | was just so impressed.) And the price
(especially for the quality) is really amazing—much
lower than the competition’s—plus the case and

overall presentation makes them look like you spent
way more than you did. Make sure you know which
type of lens your photographer friend uses, get the
filter holder adapter ring set that fits their landscape
lens, then pick up a Haida 150x150 ND 3.0 Optical
Glass Filter, which is a 10-stop neutral density filter,
to go in the bracket. You'll feel much love when you
give this gift!

Haida 150 Series Filter Holder: Around $150
Haida 150x150 ND 3.0 Optical Glass Filter: $129

Pty pod Pre Wax

This new model grew out of a huge Kickstarter
campaign because photographers are either
looking to put cameras where tripods aren't
allowed or into spaces that are too small or tight
for a tripod; or they just want to shoot at really
low angles. (I use one for shooting remotes at
football games or weddings, where | can place it
behind the altar.) The Platypod Pro Max is probably
the best solution ever! Built with lightweight but

crazy-strong commercial aircraft aluminum, this is
such a clever design.

Price: $99
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https://www.platypodpro.com/max
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1261878-REG/platypod_pro_1009_pro_max_camera_support.html
http://www.haidaphoto.com/en/products.php?tid=135
http://www.haidaphoto.com/en/products.php?tid=135
http://www.haidaphoto.com/en/productsd.php?pid=598
http://www.haidaphoto.com/en/productsd.php?pid=598
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/search?atclk=Brand_Haida&ci=3837&N=4026728363+3594945345
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1299662-REG/haida_hd3174_150x150mm_nd_3_0_optical.html
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Lexay, 128 Gy JumpDsive 20
(ighiming e MSB 3.0 Cufile
with) Built - Flash) Dyinre

Okay, that’s a boring name, but this is a really cool, handy device that
does more than you might think. Not only can you transfer up to 128

GB of photos, either from your iPhone or iPad to your computer (or
vice versa), it also actually acts as an iPhone or iPad charger. So small
and lightweight, but backed with power!

Price: $136.99

WiheyTols Coe 4 [N
Wpineless Tethesing g& SW’VO “: - N ﬁm

Photographers have been dying for an inexpensive,
reliable, easy way to shoot directly from their DSLR
straight to an iPad or iPhone (also works for Android
devices), and Tether Tools totally nailed that with
their new Case Air Wireless Tethering System. You
can even focus and fire your camera using their app
(for iOS or Android). So easy to set up and use, and
the price is right. Very cool stuff!

Price: $159.99

3 fegged, Thimg Equinex
Albest Cashion Tiley Travel
fvipod and, Aisted 360

This has become my go-to tripod for travel, because it really packs
up small, it’s fairly lightweight, but sturdy as all get-out, and it
comes with a really nice ballhead (and a nice ballhead alone can
cost more than this entire rig, so that helps make it a great deal).
They make an even smaller, lighter travel tripod called the “Leo,
if size and portability is #1 on your list; otherwise, I'd go with the
Albert, even though it’s a little heavier, and a little bigger.

Albert: $489.99
Leo: $349.99
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https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1217448-REG/lexar_ljdc20i_128bbnl_128gb_jumpdrive_c20i_lightning.html
https://www.3leggedthing.com/equinox
https://www.3leggedthing.com/equinox
https://www.3leggedthing.com/equinox
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1244089-REG/3_legged_thing_albertkit_albert_carbon_fiber_travel.html
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1244088-REG/3_legged_thing_leokit_leo_carbon_fiber_travel.html
https://www.tethertools.com/product/case-air-wireless-tethering-system
https://www.tethertools.com/product/case-air-wireless-tethering-system
http://www.lexar.com/products/usb-flash-drives/lexar-jumpdrive-c20i.html
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1281339-REG/tether_tools_cawts03_case_air_wireless_tethering.html
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Battery Guip

This is one of those gifts that they’ll love you for
forever because it's so handy and it makes their
camera look and feel more like a high-end pro
camera, as it gives them a second battery holder and
a shutter button for when they're shooting vertical.

The price starts at around $50 for a third-party grip,
but if you buy a Nikon brand for a Nikon camera, or
Canon brand for Canon, expect to pay at least 2-3
times as much, so give the Vello brand at B&H a
serious look. You'll be a holiday hero for this one!

Price: Starting at $50

Mpin Pyemisgny Panssamic Pste Booky

I made my first one of these photo books earlier this year, and | have to say, they scream quality!
The thickness of the pages just gives it such an expensive feel (but without an actual expensive
price). Your giftees can design their books right on the Mpix site (it's so simple to create a book;
anyone can do it), and they’'ll be amazed when their photo book arrives—just beautiful! Either
gift them the ability to make one using their images, or make a book of your images and present
it as a gift.

Price: Starting at $39.99

Not sure exactly what to get your photographer
friends? Yes you are. Get 'em a B&H Photo Gift
Card. | don't know anyone who doesn't want
something from the greatest photo store on CARD
earth, plus this way they can get whatever they

want (within the limit of how much you put on

the card, of course). You can order them direct

from the B&H site, and they send a card and a

catalog, so it looks pretty substantial.

Price: Starting at $25
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http://www.mpix.com/products/photobooks/premium-panoramic
http://www.mpix.com/products/photobooks/premium-panoramic
http://www.vellogear.com/camera-accessories/battery-grips-accessories
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/search?atclk=Brand_Vello&ci=10044&N=4288586266+4239184479
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/find/eGiftCard.jsp
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/find/eGiftCard.jsp
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Macplum Lumimay,
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If you haven't heard of it yet, it's just because it’s brand new. | think this might be the
perfect plug-in for people who are just getting into using plug-ins, because: (a) it has lots
of presets; (b) it does tons of stuff; (c) it's very easy to use; and (d) it's super affordable at $69.
It does everything from photo special effects to editing tasks (even editing RAW images);
and again, its big strength is lots of presets that create good looks. It's pretty full-featured
photo-editing software on its own, so you'll see stuff like Layers, Noise Reduction, Curves,

Trey Ratcliff

and more, but | just use the special effects—of which there are plenty to keep your giftee
busy. The downside is that it's Mac only at this point, so make sure your photographer
giftee uses a Mac.

Price: $69

PhrT W+ Toansceivey Tlas

If you want to get the photographer on your gift list a really good
quality flash without spending $600, this is what I'd go with.
They’re awesome quality flashes, but | have to say it's the wireless
transmitter—the Phottix Odin Il Flash Trigger Transmitter, sold
separately for around $199 and used for wirelessly controlling
one or more flashes—that made me fall in love with this system.
It's like it was designed by a photographer (rather than an
engineer). If you've seen me out on the road this year, these
are the flashes I've been using.

Phottix Mitros+ Transceiver Flash: Around $350
Phottix Odin Il Flash Trigger Transmitter: $194.90



https://stuckincustoms.smugmug.com
https://macphun.com/luminar
http://www.phottix.com/index.php/en/flash-triggers/odin-ii-transmitter-canon-nikon-sony.html?options=cart
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1011942-REG/phottix_ph80371_mitros_ttl_trigger.html
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1219757-REG/phottix_ph89074_odin_ii_ttl_flash.html
https://macphun.com/luminar
https://macphun.com/luminar
https://macphun.com/luminar
http://www.phottix.com/index.php/en/hot-shoe-flashes.html
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The hot things in lighting right now are these studio strobes you can take
on location and, instead of having a separate battery pack, the battery is built
right into the light itself, so it’s just the light, on a stand, and that’s it—no cables
whatsoever. Of course, the problem has been that they’ve been crazy expensive,
which is why | like this Impact version so much: The light, a 32" hex softbox, the
wireless controller, and a spare battery are available as a kit from B&H Photo for
just $1,249.95, which is a pretty screaming deal. It has built-in high-speed sync
and LED modeling lights. And did | mention the price? It's less than one-half the
competitor’s. Sweet!

Price: $1249.95

€05

Canen E0S
5D Wik I\

If the Canon shooter on your holiday list is looking for a new camera body, the 5D Mark IV
is perhaps the best all-around camera Canon has ever made. It's a big upgrade over the
industry workhorse Mark Ill, and just about every single aspect is improved or enhanced
on this bad boy. It has more megapixels, better sensor, built-in wireless, built-in GPS,
more frames per second, and | could go on and on, but the bottom line is this: It makes
better images. If you buy them this body, they’ll follow you around like a puppy for the
rest of their lives.

Price: $3,499
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https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1278232-REG/impact_venture_ttl_600_battery_powered_monolight.html
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1274705-REG/canon_eos_5d_mark_iv.html
http://www.impactstudiolighting.com/lights/monolight-lighting/venture-ttl-600w-s-monolight-kit
http://www.impactstudiolighting.com/lights/monolight-lighting/venture-ttl-600w-s-monolight-kit
https://www.usa.canon.com/internet/portal/us/home/products/details/cameras/dslr/eos-5d-mark-iv
https://www.usa.canon.com/internet/portal/us/home/products/details/cameras/dslr/eos-5d-mark-iv

[Belinchrom 5.’!!} B

Elmclrem ELC e
HD 500y Flash Head

Want something awesome for the studio photographer on your list? These new strobes

from Elinchrom are the best I've used from them (and they’re known for their quality/
value ratio). Great new design, but beyond that, it fires about as fast as you can shoot with
virtually no recycling time between shots. And you can do stroboscopic, sequence, and
delayed strobe effects easily—these modes are built in. Very consistent, well designed,

and a lot of bang for the buck.

Price: $1,049.99

Caneny €T 16— 35nmm,
0/2.8C 1S fons

This 16-35mm range is one of my all-time
favorites for a super-wide-angle lens, and
Canon just released a new updated version of
this classic lens that’s sharper than ever. If your
photographer giftee shoots landscape, travel,
architecture or football (I use it for my remote
cameras), he'll lose his mind if you get him one
of these. This is the good stuff!

Price: $2,199
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https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1036525-REG/elinchrom_elcprohd500_elc_pro_hd_500.html
http://elinchrom.com/compacts/elc.html
http://elinchrom.com/compacts/elc.html
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1274708-REG/canon_ef_16_35mm_f_2_8l_iii.html
https://www.usa.canon.com/internet/portal/us/home/products/details/lenses/ef/ultra-wide-zoom/ef-16-35mm-f-2-8-iii-l-usm
https://www.usa.canon.com/internet/portal/us/home/products/details/lenses/ef/ultra-wide-zoom/ef-16-35mm-f-2-8-iii-l-usm

I'd be remiss if | didn't at least make mention of some of the cool gifts we have over
here at KelbyOne.

A One~Year KelBy @ne WenBevship

Wanna give them a gift that they’ll remember all year long? How
about world-class, online training on everything from Photoshop
to Lightroom to photography. It's $199 for an entire year (with 24/7
access to literally thousands of lessons), or just $19.95 a month. Not
only will they love you for it, so will I.

My Hew De | De That In Phetes
Q/VM% Heow Do 1 De [hat In [@W@ﬂ
Beok Bundfe

| created these two books for people who are already at
least somewhat familiar with Photoshop and/or Lightroom
and they want reference books they can keep right at their
desk, so when they ask themselves, “Isn’t there a way to do
that in Lightroom or Photoshop?”they just turn right to the
page in the respective book that describes just that one
topic. These books have a been a huge hit with readers (the
Lightroom book is already in its third printing), and you can
get a deal from the publisher on the two-book bundle for
only $30.00.

Both eBooks: $20
Both Paperbacks: $30
Both Print and eBook Bundles: $45

Ry

eyence

Okay, do you want to totally blow them away to the extent that they need a spinal tap?
Give them a full conference pass to the Photoshop World Conference in April in Orlando,
Florida. It's a three-day Photoshop, Lightroom, and photography love fest, and they’ll be
talking about this gift, what they learned, and the overall experience, for years to come. As a
KelbyOne member, if you buy it for them now, you get $100 off with the Early Bird discount,
so it’s just $599. W

CLICK TO RATE % % % % %
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http://www.rockynook.com/how-do-i-do-that-super-bundle-sale/
http://www.rockynook.com/how-do-i-do-that-super-bundle-sale/
http://www.rockynook.com/how-do-i-do-that-super-bundle-sale/
http://photoshopworld.com
http://photoshopworld.com
http://www.rockynook.com/how-do-i-do-that-super-bundle-sale/
http://www.rockynook.com/how-do-i-do-that-super-bundle-sale/
http://www.rockynook.com/how-do-i-do-that-super-bundle-sale/
http://kelbyone.com/subscribe
https://scottkelby.typeform.com/to/KGOeIT
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